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——'-J'E'_'?___'-—_: : was the language of the IOIBI, never of the win-

SPEECH OF THE PN it ’
HON. ANDREW STEW:‘“T;-' * Mr. Hammons wished to propound a ques-

flinn to the gentleman, but—

Upon the Presidential Caiivass,
Delsvered in the House of Representatives, June |
26¢h, 1848.

The House being in Committee of the Whole
on the Lill making appropriations for the civil
aud diplomatic service, and Mr. Feathersion
having addressed the commiuee, (as already
published ) —

Mr. STEWART, in rising, said he did not pro-
pose to answer the remarks just made by the
genileman from Mississippy, (Mr, Featherston,)
upen the subject of slavery-—a subject on which
he never had made, aud perhaps never would
make & speech on this floor. [t was an evil,

and an evil without a remedy, in that poriion | g . (b Van Buren men snd the Yancov
of the couniry where it existed ; but It was o | men. ihe * Alabama plalibfm men” and the

evil which he was opposed extending 10 any
couniry or teiritary now free. He thought the |

discussion of this question had the tendency 10/ bolting, bolting. Now this, Mr. Richie said,

give tise 10 ** geograpical lines,” which would
divide the great partes of the gouniry, and
might in the end subvert our happy Urion.—
He regreited the drawing 6f such lises; he,
thought them dangerous 10 the harmony and
perhaps the integriry of this great confederacy. |
They were divisions against which we were
warned by that great and good man, the Father
of his Country, 1n his farewell address 1o the
people of the United Siates ; whose voice he
could never hear with indifference, and 10 which
he trusted the people of this country would
never lura a deaf ear. _

There had, Bowever, been introduced into
the present discussion another great‘question
—the Presidential question ; a question whic
he regarded at this ume as more imporiant than
suy question of the kind which had ever been
presented 10 the decision of the Amenican peo-
ple, involving momentous conseqgences 1o the
welfare of the country, present and pro<pective
It involved thie queston, among others :--
Whether, under the Government as it was now
administered, all power was 10 be concenirated

" 1n the hands of one man, or whether, under!

viber auspices, under the administration of an- I' paliticiens say (o he cantraty ; he has served

(take Taylor. If they had saken.Clay, Web-

Mair; but 1o take wp * Old Zack,” ** a no-pany

Was this the policy which was 10 be sustained
by the people ? o, never! A different. re-
sult was approaching ; the misnamed Democ-
racy had selected a leader, and so had the
Whigs : the former a general that always sur-
renders, the later a general that never surren-
ders. Under such leaders could the result be
doubled ? No, it was certain : the contest had
i fact, been given up. The Union, the organ
|of the Admiunistration, Father Richie bimself
had given it up. What did the Union tell us ?
It headed a recent article with ** Will the peo-

ple endure the cheat 7 He went on through
| hall a column, reiling how they were cheated
( vy the Whigs ; and in other eolumns it was
icheaued. cheated, cieaTED ! Now he would

like to know what man or party ever cried
| ** cheated” that was not beaten ! * Cheat”
'meanl *“beat.” In 1840, when ths Whigs beat
' the Locos, 1hey cried out cheated ;" in 1844,
' when the Locos beat, that was the ery of the
| Whigs ; and so when the Union cried “ cheat-
' ed.” itadmited they were beaten. * Cheated”

Mr. Sieward declined 10 yield for want of
time. He proceeded o read from one of the
ariicles referred 10 in the Union in which it
was said that 1t was unfair for the Whigs 10

ster, Scott, McLean, or any other known Whig,
he would have been sausfied ; but they had

Baltimore Convention,

Cass the notce of his nomination ?

exclude all others. 11 was broad enough for
the Loco Focos—-broad enough for the parny.
It was a pany platform, and nothing else, and
so represented and so accepted by Gen. Cass,
who pledged himselfl 10 carry it out. Bu, look
at Old Zack's platform ; 1t was broad enough
for the whole country. . He nobly says : I go
for the whole country ; for the whole people ;
I submit to no pledges ; | make no. bargains ;
[ submit 10 no party dictation ; if elected, | will
administer the Government for the: benefit af
the whole American people.” And, sir, if he
could be induced 10 come down from that high,
noble, patriotic and national platforam, to this
contracted, degraded, miserable platform of par-
ly, he would =ik, greaily sink in my esteem,
and would jusily forfgt the support of thousands
and tens of thousands ol the patriouc and honest
men of all parties, who were now rallying 1o his
standard. No; Gen. Taylor would never come

Ours, like its author, great and national ; theirs
strietly in character, a miserable pany. concern.
How did Mr. Sievenson, the President of the
himself characterize
this platform, in his letter conveying 10 Gen.
He. said :

The platform. we present you is broad enough
to hold all. Demoerats, but-narrow -enough to

l
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was the practical construction which this pany
placed upon. the constitwtion-+that the veto
was 10 save the people from themselves :: and
yetin their, platform they said that “the people’s
money -ought to be casefully guarded for the
people’s benefit.” A small mistake---they should
have said *the party’s benefit”---a variation
merely of theory . from practicle ; for, while
they talked about guarding the people’'s mone
for the people’s benefit, they were actually a
plyiig it 10 the benefit of themselves; and
while they said that they were opposed 10 le-
gislating for *'the benefit of the few at the ex-
pense of the many,” yet this was  precisely
what they were doing. FThey were legislating
the money (rem the people’s pockeis into their
own ; legislating ennrely for the henifit of the
few at the expense of the many. Their.whole
sysiem, in the very face of the eyes of: their
theory, was io0 enrich the:few at the expense of
the many ; 2nd this he would soon show was
4 ‘game well understood by their great leader
General Cass. ' iy A

They talked about “economy."” and preached it

|

in their platform. They were great economists— |
the real Thomas Jefferson economists, while, as |
he had stated, they proscribed and trampled under |
foot every one of his principles. © Thomas Jeffer-
son was the enemy of a national debt. ' Look at |

in his neighborhood—-a letter of four lines, stating
that he could not a¥fend ; and at Cleveland the
other day, when asked for his opinions on 1nternal
improvements and the proviso, he said there was
snch a crowd he was afraid he could notbe hear! .
and therefore he spoke on other subjects! Now,
the Baltimore Convention declared -that intern!
improvements were unconstitutianal, and Cen.
Cass said, Amen; he agreed to every word in
that platform. He'was a man who ‘had been ou
all sides of all questions ; @ man of no principle,
no consistency, but a time-serving, vaciliating,
weather-cock candidate, and that had secured
his nomination for .the Presidency. Bui he (Mr

S.) thought his party now felt very much as Fa

ther Ritchie did—very much like giving it up.—
Had the Whig candidate ever vacillated, ever
changed his position, his principles! No. They
were laid" down in''the Allison letter. and were
fixed as:the everlasting hills, having their foynda-
tion in justice and truth—based on the censtitu-
tion of the country, and vpon popular righjs—ti:e
emanation of ‘a sound head and a pure hear, it
was impossible that they could be wrong, or could
change. SO '

- Gen. Cass was once a great lover of volunteers.
He was a volunteer himself, and was sometimas«
called the “uld volunteer.” But now—it was on
the records of Congress, and there was no escape
from it-~he put it to gentiemen on the other side
of the House, that at this session of Congress, o
December 29th, in the Senate of the United States;

down 1o such a miserable narrow platform of par- | our national debt now, created by this *Democrat- | Gen. Cass introduced a bill reducing the pawy.o

ty as thai laid down by the Baliimore Convention;

Government for the benefit of the whole peo-
ple, and according to the principles of the Con-
stitutioty, as construed and admimstered by the

selecied Old Zack, a *“ no-party man,” and they
(the Democracy) could not keep their men in |
the ranks ; that they would not stand fire ; that |
like the Mexicans they were not only retrear-
(ing, but going over 1w Taylor, in companies
'and regiments ; that they had not only Barn-
' burners in the North, but Barnburners in the

*“ New York platform men;” Norh, South,
East, and West their men were * boliing,”

was not fair; ** it was a palpable cheat ;” ihe
Whigs ought 10 have nominated Mr. Clay—a
maun they had ofien defeated, and could, he sup-
posed, defeat again. ‘T'his would have been

man,” the very man who had fought their bat-
tles and saved their Adminisiration from infa-

‘ting up the will of the President.
' man power-—that which;as had been well said,

early Presidents of the Republic. . The first

out one of the principles.

racy ;" and, while they 1alked about democracy
and .about Thomas Jefferson—while they re-
tained the name, they repudiated and irampled
vnder foot every .principle of Jefferson,.every
principle adopted and praetised upgn all the
early Presidents—every one of them,. without
an exception. |
practice the .opposite. Their democracy the
Jeffersonian.democracy ! Why, they went for
the veto power---the great. conservative power
of putting down the will of the people, and put-
This one-

was intended as “the.exireme medicine of the

but would honestly and fanblully administer the |

my and disgrace, how could the Whigs vote | Cunstitution” had now become the daily bread
for im ! Democrats could do so with propri- | the President feeds upon.. Thomas Jefferson
ely. Yes, (said Mr. S) and that is exaeily |and his illustrious compeers never exercised
' what they are going 10 do. Democrats would  the veto ; he never exercised it in .a single
vote for him, because he was an honesi, true, | instance in the eight years of his Adminisira-
patriotic, faithfu] old man, who had risked his tion. = During the.firt iwenty years of the

lile in fighting the baules of the country. The | administration of this. Government ihere never 080,000, under the present “economical” Admin-

honest, unsophisticated people, not the politi-| was a veto except in one or 1wo. unimportant

- c1ans, but the patriotic people of the country, | cases by Gen. Wasmingion ; but veloes, ve-

felt and said, * We owe Old Zack a debt of | Toes, had now hecome the order of the day.
gratitude, and we are uot like Mr. Polk, Gen, | We weie now governed by vetoes, and nothing
Cass, and the party in the House, who pay but vetoes. At the last session, Congress pas-
him with kicks and cuffs ; we are honest men; sed the rjver and harbor bill, and sent it to the
we will pay cur honest _debts; we have no | Presidemt,, who, afraid so veto i, put it in his

' money, but we will pay him in paper ; we have

‘a hinle bit of a ncket which we will deposit at
| the polls for him in November next. Wedon't

breeches pocker ; but, at.this session, he sent
‘it back with his reasons agzinst i1, and this
'House had voled down those reasons by a vote

care what you say Mr. Richie, or what you iof 138 10 54—a vote ol.1hirnty more than two-

‘thirds! And yet it wan no law; it was deleated

viber illustrious mea, whose name wes before | his country long and faithfully ; and we are by the will of one man. And this was the pow-

'he couatry, we were 1o be brought back 10 the
purer and betier psinciples and policy of the
L2'bers of 1the republic ! [t wa« a question
whether all power— the power of the purse aud
aword, the pewer of peace and war, was 10 be
exercised by tbe Presideat ; whether with the

vels pewer ia his'baod, he was 10 beconie su-
preme in this country, mure arbitrary and des-
polic thea any crowaed head in Europe. save o o000 e

Nicholas of Ruesia, end Congress and ihe peo-
ple were t2 dwindle imie perfect insignificance; |
or whether, under the pelicy of that other great |
and good man, Gen. Taylor, the prople and |

Congrees were w0 be restored 10 their legnimare |
powers, just righte and proper influence; wheih-
¢r the voice of the people was 10 be heard, and
they 10 be treated with respect, or wheiher we |
were to be controlled and governed by * one
mon 7' Was it 10 be tolerated that, when a- |
cioss the waters, in Europe, the old world was
cugaged in puting down the ** ene-man power,

Ve were 10 be putling it up bere, by giving all
Power 10 the Executive ; and that, whils Eu-|
*ope was engaged in building up and esiablish- |
ing republics, we were 10 be employed in tear- |
i".g down our neighboring republics of the Sourh? |
He 1rusied that we should 1ske a different

course ; that, under the auspices of that lus-

1ed 10 the country, we should give an example
to the world not of war and ol conques!, but of
peace---of a [renﬂ. united, prosperous, peace-
ful, bappy. Thai wau the example we owed
to the world. and that was the eg.mple which
we would soon set 10 the world, under s differ-
ent Administration from this, B goiug on,
&8s we now were, under the lead of the * one-

going toaliank him, and that, 1o, without Mr.
Cass’s disgraceful proviso aunached to his vote
~of thanks for his glorious viciory,zt Monterey.”
You might as well auempt to siop the Missis-
sippi river as 10 stop these honest men from
voring for. Gen. Taylor. :

But prudence is the better part of valor.—

M. Richie is not going 10 wait 10 be shot;
He knows Old Zack and
Caot. Bragg are sharp shoeters, and he no doubt
feeis a linle like Crocket’s cnon, who from the
top of a tree seeing a well-known marksman
raising his unerring rifle, said: * Is ibat you
Capt. Scote 7 If it is, don™ shoot; I'l come
down” So said Mr. Richie: *Is that you,
Old Zack?! If iv is, don’t shoot; I'l come
down.” [Much laughter ] |

But, to make bad worse, the next day alfer
ihis candid confession and surrender, out comes
his old friend Van Buren against Mr, Cass.—
Hurrible—** et tu Brute ” This rendered the
old gentleman quite frantie, and in his pext pa-!
per we may expect 1o see him address Mr.
Polk in the language of a cenain celebraied
song, lately applied 10 a distinguished Senator
ftoum New York :

“ 0, carrr me back to Old Virginny,

To Old Virginny's shore,”
and | wever, never will come back 10 this place
any more! (Lalghter.) That was the kind
of music that he expecied svon to hear on the
organ, now so willainoosly out of wne. But
enough of this,

Sir, we have been repeatedly told, during

this debate, that the Democrats, 1n their Con-

an power” party, we mus apon become 3
warlike people, going on Conquering and to
conguer. Nof only Yugstan and Cuba, bu
Cgnsda. 100, and all other territory we shoald
hapgen 10 fix our avaricious eye upon, must e
conguesed and “ swallowed” under 1hat groal

¥ihat broad, noble, Ameriean platform, with the

vention at Baltimore, had lsid down @ platform,
and they complained that the Whigs had adop-
ted no platform whatever. But he would tell
gentlemen the Whigs had a platform, and they
had 1t 1n General Taylor's Allison leuter, of the
2206 April ; and he would provdly contrast

chiefllan whom ibe Progressive® Democracy
had selected ax their leader,

narrow, contiacted, pirl! platform, sdopred at

er Gen. Cass and his pany advocated !

What was Gen. Taylor’s pusitiom in this re-

spect? He held, like a true republican, that
with regard 10 questions of domestic policy n
was for the people and the people’s represen-
talives 1o prescribe the law, and it was the da-
ty of the President 1o respect their will and

rey it into effect.  This was the doctrige of
Em. Taylor---that it was with 1he people, the
democratic people, to govern themselves. Yer,
although Gen. Cass and his pany in praciice
sustained and applauded. this despotic power
of “one man” to defeat the will of the people’s
representatives fairly expressed, they talked
about ““democracy” while they .were riveting
'chains on the people ; they 1alked about the
beauties of economy, while they were daubling
and !rebling‘lhe expenses of Government ; they
talked loudly about the capability of the pedple
for self-government, and Mr, Cass undertook te
82y thati} was a, great dividing line between
themselves, and the Whigs, That was a pan
of the “plaiform,” and "their profession was di-
rectly contradicied by their practice ; they prac-
tically denied the competency ol the people
for sell-government by the arbilrary exercise
of the veto power, What did this “platform”
(urther say ! That veto power had saved the
people from a system of internal impravements.
That 1 had saved the people-.-lrom what?
From themselves ; [rom carrying out their own
legislation ; from wsing their own money for
their own benefit, for the improvement af their
own country. . ‘They (the President and pary)
could take $60,000,000 a year into Mexico ;
they could go all over the world and =pend
the money of the people, but they would syl
fer no part of the money 10 be expended vnder
the direction of the penple's representatives
“for the peopie’s benefir.” They denied the
power 10 Congress 10 spend the people’s mon-
ey for the people’s benfit in the improvemen of
theit couniry, but claimed and exercised the

Bulimore. Coutras sir, these plaiforms ——

power looppress, 1ux, burden the people, That

L

thing they. put forth in the Baliimore platform |
was “‘democracy ;" they had the:name, with- | the expenses of the Government during his Admin-
Gen. Cass, and the ’ istration ran up to twenty-eight and half miliions, |

| whole of them, 1alk about *Jeffersonian- demoe- | instead of twelve and a half. Gentlemen smiled; |

They preach one thing, and| asked if the gentleman did not now stand side by |

|

c” Administration. ' Mr, Adams administered the |

Government for‘twelve and a half millions 2 year,
on the average of his whole term;, this sum cover-
ing the entire‘expenses of his Administration, ex-
cept what was applied to the public debt. . Mr.
Adams was denounced and put out for his extrav- |
agance. Mr. Van Buren came in—this lover of
economy, this admirer of Thomas Jefferson—and |

he defied them to deny it; he challenged them to |
the records. They might premise to answer, as
they had done before, but ‘they would never do it |
never; because they could not, and the least said |
the better. . - u iiat v e |

Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi, (Mr. S. yielding
the floor with-some  hesitation for one question,)

side with Mr. Van Buren? -~ - = ‘|

Mr. Stewart.—What! side by side with Martin
Van Buren?! [A laugh.] Thank God, I have noth- |
ing to do with Martin Van Buren, and never wiil'
have. I would ask if the gentlemen himself,'
who was formerly so ardent a supporter of Mr: |
Van Buren, was for Van Buren now?! Was he

now his candidate! Was he for Van Buren or!

{Cass! !

Mr. Thompson's reply was not heard. - .

Mr. Stewart continued. He said the expenses
of the Government had now run up under Mr.|
Polk t0'$60,000.000-a year. They had increased'
from $12,500,000 under Mr. Adams to $28,500,000
under Van Buren, and now to $50,000.000 or 860,-
istration !—This was their boasted Jeffersonian'
“economy;” this was their oposition to a “'nation- |
al debt. . Why, they had done nothing but make
national'debts. M. Van Burenhad found some
$40,000,000 surplus in the Treasury ; he had lelt
sowe $40,000 of national debt, after selling seven f
or eight millions of bank stock. = Mr. Bglk had |
found some $17,000,000 of debt, and had now run |
it up-to one hundred millions of doliars onover!
This was *Democratic™ consistency ! The peo-
ple would mark it at the next election. Thomas
Jefferson was opposed 10 a standing army, to a_

great navy ; yet the gentleman:from North Car- |

olina (M:. McKay) had told the House that the |
appropriations for the naval service Wad run wp
within a few years from $3,000,000 1o €11,000,000 !
And this under this beautiful Jeffersonian Admin- |
istration, which went by the rule of contrary, look- |
ing one way, and rowing the other. ,
He always thought Mr. Jefferson was the friend.j‘
of peace. What was Gen. Cass? For war, war, 'z

| war! . First with England ; he was for “fifty-four

the velunteers for commutation for their clolting

one third: Lou '
Mr. Wick interposed ; but y

" Mr. Stewart declined 10 yield the floor, s hix

hour was fast running away. He would show

gentlemen the bill ; here it was, as it appeased o 3

the records of the Senate :

*“ In the Senate of the United Stafzf. i
Decembar 29, 1847. s

“ Mr. Caseg, from the Committee on Miloary Af.
fairs, reported the following bill, which was
read and passed to a second reading. -,

‘“* A Bill to provide elothing for volunteers in the
service of the United States. -

* Be it enacted, §ec.~~That in lieu of the w oney
which, under existing laws, is ‘allowed 10 vglen-
teers as a commutatien for clothing, the Presicens
be and he is hereby authorized to cause th a yelun-
teers to be furnished with clothing in kiv d, at the
same rates, according to grades, as is presid=d
for the troops of the regular army.”

" The bill provided * that in liea of the meney”™

“ clothing in kind" be furnished.to the eplunteers

at the same rates according to'grade a5 was pro-

vided for the regular army. Now he re was a let-
ter which he had received from the '\djutant Gen-
eral, stating what the allowance 1wa the regulars
was :
“ Apsutast GENERAL's Orsice,
* Washington, June (g, 1848, g

~ * Sir :~In reply to your er, quiry of the 15.th ine
stant, | respectfully inform y ,u that the averaga
allowance of clothing per . ,nth 10 the soldiers of
the reguiar army is about ¥. 2 35 | enclose here-
with a copy of ** General (jeder No. 10.” current
series, in which you will “ind specified the articles
of elothing, and their ¥7',ye for each year of the
term of enlistmient. ** Respectfully,
' - “R.JONES, Adj. Gen.
To the Hon. A. § FEWART,
**House of Re, resentatives, Washington.”

This $2.35 was *,0 all grades, dragoons, artillery -
men, &c.; but I,y examination cf the “general
orders” refered. 19 by the Adjutant General, he
found that' thes whole ameunt cof clothing for
infantry for five years was $114,55 1-2, which by
computatiori, it would be seen, gave 1,91 per
month 10 1 s infantry, and no more. Thus jt ap-
peared th~ ¢ this ‘bill of Gen. Cass reduced the al-
lawance 1o infantry volunteers for clothing from
£3.50, r,llowed by the act of 1846, to $1.9I, the
amou’u’ allowed to the infantry of the regular ar-
may. ‘The*“Union.” it was true, and Mr. Came-
ror. said the volunteers could have their option ;
brit the languague of the bill was express ; nobdoy
could mistake it; it was that this “clothing in

forty or fight ;™ then he-was for Mexico, for swal- | kind” should be' furnished “in lieu of the money

lowing™ (to use his own language) the whole of
Mexico ; next for Yucatan; and then he might he
for Canada. Now, here was the practice of t'y,
gentlemen over the way, and of their leader, vilyo
talked so loudlv abeut Mr. Jefferson’s principlr;s 1
War was a barbarism in this enlightened age and
country, it was an absurdity, a crime, and i( was
considered so by Gen. Taylor. : :
:But a little more of the history . of Gr:ry. Cass.
He had been on all sides of 2ll questions,, There
was not a question of public policy of the country
upon which Gen. Cass had not occu pied a posi-
tion on both sides.. . Once a Fede  alist, now a
“ Democrat;” when the question of the annexa-
tion of Texas first came up he w-.3 decidedly op-
posed to it; when.it was said. that the British
were going 10 take Texas, ‘“ let them' have it,"
said he, * we do not want it.” But a little before
the nemination, on the 10th of May, 1844, he wrote
a letter to Mr. Hannegan, in which he was for im-
mediate annexation and for slavery too. He was
against anuexation. and jor annexation: against
the proviso aud for the proviso; against protection
and for protection ;, av ainst internal improvements
and for wnternal imyrovements. With reference
to U_le \le:qot prov.so Gen, Cass was decidedly
for it at first; he was a greal proviso man; :mﬂ
then at the next session of Congress, when he
found it wguld Tiot do for a certain section, he
tu_rnetl.aganqlt the provisp, and in his letter to Mr.
Nicholson s2id * a change has been going on in
my mind,” and when the slaveholders demanded
tp be allowed t0 carry their slaves to new territo-
ry, he says it would greatly improve the comfort
and condition of the slaves if they were scattered
arer more territory, and ke was now a great sla-
very man ; and the gentleman from Mississippi
(Mr. Featherston,) had just said he was pledged
to veto the Wilmat {roviso, He was once for a
pratective taniff, but now opposed to all protection.
The time was wHen Gen. Casa voted for interpal
improvements ; but he wiote.an answer 1o a let-

which under existing laws is allowed.” Now,
' could you find any option there ! The bill provi-
' ded that clothing, which cost $1.91 per month,
{ should be furnised in lieu of the $3,50 allowed un-
| der previous laws.

Mr. McClelland interposed, and was under-
stood to speak of the construction put upon the
law by the Adjutant General; but what he said
was not caught by the Reporter.

Mr. Stewart declined, to yield, and said he
cared ‘not what construction the Adjutant General
| had been induced 1o give 10 the law by Gen. Cass
or anobody else ; there was the law as it was re-
ported by Gen. Cass, and as it passed, He knew
it was said that Gen. Cass had seen the Adjutant
General and got. him or the President to nullify
by construction, or veto it ex post facto ; he might
have found it would not do to strip the volunteers
of their clothing; hanging .and burning in effigy
might have beer? unpleasant ; and the Adjutant
General might have been induced 1o censtrue this
law of Genaral Cass directly contrary 1o its pro-
visions ; still there was the law as introduced by
General Cass and passed, which expressly provi-
ded for this change, and that 81.91, “clothing in
kind” ghould be furtiised “in lieu” of the anout
previously allowed, which was €3,50. 1f it was
intended to give them their election, #s is now pre-
teaced, why did not Gen. Cass say so in his bill;
why not say that the volunteers should be allowed
1o draw 81,91, the amount of clothing allowed 1o
regulars, which should be deducied out of the
$3,50 to which they were entitled, and not as the
law declares “in lien” of the 2,50. The $1.91
was not to be in paty, but in full.  The law was
too plain. “Ingenuity could not mysiify it It was
not only outrageously unjust. but it was clearly
unconstitutional and void. What right had Gen.
Cass to rerort and pass a l'?;'l “imphiting the ob.
ligation of contracts?™ The Goternaent had
contracted to pay the voluntéérs 8 per month awl
$3.50 for clothing; the.voluhtvers had agreed w

ter of iuvitation to attend the Chicago Convention

take it, aud had gone to Mexico. Whas right]then, .
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